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Guarded

e apostle is clear in his speaking of the Chris-
tians’ inheritance. Not only is the inheritance
reserved in heaven by God, He also guards us

unto the inheritance.

It is we who need to be safe-
guarded from spiritual corrup-
tion. Even more fundamental
than having the inheritance kept
for us is to be ourselves kept for
the inheritance. Thus Peter
writes, “Who by the power of God
are guarded through faith unto a
salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). Notice
these three important words:
“by,” “through,” and “unto.”

“By THE Power OfF Gob
ARe GUARDED”

The inheritance is safe in
heaven, but what about us? We
are still here on earth with its
temptations, miseries, and infir-
mities. God has a tender care for
His people. He is always on guard
for them. We may be attacked,
but He will help us to overcome.
We “are” (present tense) guarded.
“Some trust in chariots, and some
in horses; but we will make men-
tion of the name of Jehovah our
God” (Psalm 20:7). “The name of
Jehovah is a strong tower; the
righteous runneth into it, and is
safe” (Prov. 18:10).

Being kept is the effect of
God’s power, but this does not
remove man’s endeavor and care.
“In nothing be anxious; but in
everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto

God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall
guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
4:6, 7). It is our work to trust and
obey; His to guard.

“TuroucH Farmn”

By a patient, conquering
faith, we are kept with the assis-
tance of His grace. Only the faith-
ful are guaranteed divine help
and final salvation. “Withal tak-
ing the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the evil one” (Eph.
6:16). This involves a trust that
removes self and rests on Christ.
The New Testament knows noth-
ing about the idea of “once saved,
always saved.” God cannot guard
us without our faith. It is the tap
that lets the stream of His love
flow in. God’s power does not keep
the person whose faith fails.
“Holding faith and a good con-
science; which some having thrust
from them make shipwreck con-
cerning the faith” (1 Tim. 1:19).
This thought is repeated else-
where (2 Tim. 2:18; Heb. 3:12).
God does not preserve the faith-
less and disobedient. It is those
sheep who hear and follow the
voice of Jesus who are protected
(John 10:27-29). Paul encourages
us torealize what God does for us
when we walk by faith. “For God

gave us not a spirit of fearfulness;
but of power and love and disci-
pline” (2 Tim. 1:7). Yet it is not
up to us alone for then we would
all despair. God helps us when
we believe!

“Unto A SaLvaTioN ReEapy
To Be ReveaLep”

What salvation does Peter
have in mind? Perhaps this word
has lost some of its appeal to us,
and if so, let us shine it up again.
The inheritance is ready (pre-
pared, Vine), but it is not fully
revealed. “Beloved, now are we
children of God, and it is not yet
made manifest what we shall be”
(1 John 3:2). We must endure in
patience for that which is assured
by God. There is another age, but
in heaven. The ultimate and su-
perlative salvation promised us
must have its beginnings now.
Why hope to be changed into
something in heaven that you
don’t want to be changed into
now? This is God’s purpose in
Christ, the church, the gospel. Let
us not get distracted (Titus 1:2).
“As newborn babes, long for the
spiritual milk which is without
guile, that ye may grow thereby
unto salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).

“IN Tue Last TiMe”

What a day that will be! Until
then, God has promised to be with
us. “Thelast time”is the time when
the faithful will be fully known.
Such can only be when Christ
comes the second time. “So Christ
also, having been once offered to
bear the sins of many, shall ap-
pear a second time, apart from
sin, to them that wait for him,
unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).



